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Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G. P. O. , 2010. LC Number: KF26 . F6 2009zi OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)703879093 Subject: Afghan War, 2001- Excerpt: . . . 11 THE METHODS The situation in Afghanistan and
Pakistan is serious, but it is not, in my view, as negative as frequently portrayed in public. And the beginning of
President Karzais second term has opened a new window of opportunity. We have real con-cerns about the
influence of corrupt oHicials in the Afghan Government, and we will continue to pursue them. But in his
inauguration speech last month, I witnessed President Karzai call for a new compact with the Afghan people
and the inter-national community. He pledged to combat corruption, improve governance, and deliver for the
people of his country. His words were long in coming, but welcome. They must now be matched with action.
The Afghan people, the United States, and the international community will hold the Afghan Government
accountable for mak-ing good on these commitments. We will help by working with our Afghan partners to
strengthen institutions at every level of Afghan society so that we dont leave chaos behind when our combat
troops begin to depart. The President has outlined a timeframe for transition to Afghan responsibility. As he
said in his speech Tuesday, the additional American and international troops will allow us to accelerate
handing over responsibility to Afghan forces and allow us to begin the transfer of our forces out of Afghanistan
in July 2011. Just as we have done in Iraq, we will execute this transition responsibly, taking into account condi-
tions on the ground. A timeframe for transition will provide a sense of urgency in working with the Afghan
Government. But it...
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