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Of John Henry Pestalozzi; With Biographical Sketches of Several of His Assistants and Disciplines It is to the
charitable efforts of Pestalozzi - remarks M. Demetz, the founder of the most complete and successful
institution of reformatory education in the world, in a report on the Agricultural Reformatory Colonies of
France, - that we owe the establishment of agricultural colonics, that is, of institutions, organized on the basis,
and in the spirit of the family, with agricultural employment as the principal means of industrial training, and
with methods of instruction, moral, intellectual, and physical, so far as applied, good enough for children of
any class of society, and yet capable of being followed by an intelligent mother in the home of the poor. Not
that Pestalozzi s own plans and methods under his own application, were eminently successful-for they were
not. His institution at Neuhof, was a disastrous failure, in its immediate results, both as a school, and as a
pecuniary speculation. But the Christian spirit in which this excellent man labored-the family organization into
which he gathered, even the outcasts of society, living among such pupils as a father, as well as pastor and
teacher, and denying himself the quiet seclusion and comforts of the home which the fortune of his noble
minded wife had secured for him, that he might inspire the orphan, and the abandoned and even criminal child
with filial attachments, cultivate habits of self-reliance and profitable industry, and thus enable them to live in
the world like men - this spirit, system and aim, to dream and labor of his long...
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