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Evansville, Indiana My Dear Brother Chainey: Permit me to give you and the earnest friends associated with you
my hearty congratulations, that our Liberal Christian Church in Evansville, after years of patient, persevering
effort and struggle, is established on a firm foundation. We all rejoice in the cheering prospects of its life and
far-reaching influence. Your church has for its home and its centre of beneficent action a neat, attractive
building, with no burden of debt. Thanks to God for that great blessing! It has a large and interesting Sunday
School. It is a flourishing and attractive city, with wide-awake, hospitable citizens, who appreciate the good
Public Schools and other instrumentalities of culture, with which they are favored, and by whose intelligence,
enterprising spirit and great commercial and manufacturing industry, the city is made a great power, and a
power for good, to large portions of Indiana, Kentucky and Illinois. The church is to be congratulated, too, that
the men and women, who from the beginning have longed for it and worked for it, have been persons
respected for the genuineness and excellence of their characters - characters marked by straightforwardness,
integrity, sterling honesty - all the substantial qualities that command esteem and insure confidence. Some of
those dear friends have passed upward and onward to the world of clearer light to which they were warmly
welcomed by the true-hearted who had preceded them on the star-lighted way, but their memories remain
precious and inspiriting, and their influence will never cease to be felt. On my earliest visit to Evansville, in
December, 1851, nearly twenty-seven years ago,...
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