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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 201 x 127 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The Pit and the Pendulum is a short story written by Edgar Allan Poe
and first published in 1842 in the literary annual The Gift: A Christmas and New Year s Present for 1843. The
story is about the torments endured by a prisoner of the Spanish Inquisition, though Poe skews historical facts.
The narrator of the story describes his experience of being tortured. The story is especially effective at inspiring
fear in the reader because of its heavy focus on the senses, such as sound, emphasizing its reality, unlike many
of Poe s stories which are aided by the supernatural. The traditional elements established in popular horror
tales at the time are followed, but critical reception has been mixed. The tale has been adapted to film several
times. The story takes place during the Spanish Inquisition. At the beginning of the story an unnamed narrator
is brought to trial before various sinister judges. Poe provides no explanation of why he is there or for what he
has been arrested. Before him are seven tall white candles on a table, and, as they melt, his hopes of survival
also diminish. He is condemned to death and finds himself in a pitch black compartment. At first the prisoner
thinks that he is locked in a tomb, but he discovers that he is in a cell. He decides to explore the cell by placing a
hem from his robe against a wall so he can count the paces around the room; however, he faints before being
able to measure the whole perimeter.
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