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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1979* edition. Excerpt: .plan, jointly by the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S.
Geological Survey, to prepare experiments and tests to fill those important gaps in knowledge and to resolve
those uncertainties. And I would mention in answering your second question, I know of no scientific principle
that would have to be violated in order to obtain that needed information, nor do I see on the horizon any
extraordinary technological feat that may have to be performed to answer those questions. But past attempts
to find a suitable site have not yet proved successful. We have some sophisticated techniques for evaluating
potential sites without digging a shaJ or even drilling very many bore holes, but these techniques I think today
are inadequate to assure that we can locate an acceptable site with certainty. Additionally, we have substantial
uncertainties about the thermal mechanical eKects of putting high-level wastes underground; we have
uncertainty about waste-host rock interactions, chemical interactions; we have uncertainties about plugging
bore holes; and we have uncertainty about the importance of human intrusion and how to avoid that to an
acceptable level. These problems have been pointed out in reports by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and the U.S. Geological Survey, as well as some reports by the California Energy Commission. These reports are
in addition to the President s Interagency Review Group on geologic disposal. So, I think the suggestion that we
should proceed with testing, experiments, leading to demonstration and hopefully to final...
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