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very recent years, although, so early as the year 1657, Agricola, in his interesting work De re Metallica, gives
particulars and a drawing of a mechanical ventilator for mines, driven by water-power, and at the Hartz mines,
nearly 200 years ago, another, somewhat similar to the Struve, was in operation. In the year 1849, Mr.
Warrington Smyth referred to this in his evidence before the House of Lords Committee, and at the same time
Mr. Struve said his ventilator at the Eaglesbush Colliery, then the only place where it was yet applied, began its
work in February 1849. Mr. Brunton also then explained and gave drawings of his centrifugal ventilator. But so
late as the year 1852 a Committee of the House of Commons reported: - Your Committee are of opinion - That
any system of ventilation depending on complicate machinery is undesirable, since under any disarrangement
or fracture of its parts the ventilation is stopped or becomes inefficient. That the two systems which alone can
be considered as rival powers are the furnace and steam jet. Your Committee are unanimously of opinion that
the steam jet is the most powerful and at the same time least expensive method for the ventilation of mines.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the...
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