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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 Excerpt: .as a general rule, men are dependent upon others for the information
they need to prosecute their business with success. For example--the farmer wishes to know how he can make
the best crops with the least expense. How is this to be tested? There are only two ways of arriving at a safe and
satisfactory conclusion: Either--First, he must go to work and reach the desired result by his own experiments,
which require time and labor, and subject him to some expense; Or--Second, read over carefully the
experiments of others as they are recorded in books or agricultural papers. Not only will he gain time and
knowledge, and some money, by this plan, but he will be stimulated and encouraged to use the proper eIorts.
Taking farmers as a class, they have not the knowledge of chemistry, the nature of soils, or the essential
elements of farm products, to form a proper and safe guide in their operations. Evidently, the easiest and
cheapest way for them to gain the desired knowledge, is by consulting the writings of those who have ably
discussed these subjects. For instance: one man plants an acre of ground in cotton, and makes two bales of
cotton; another makes five bales. And the question arises--how was this done? What was the character of the
land? What fertilizer and how much was used? and how did he cultivate it? The same illustration might be used
in reference to corn, wheat, oats, tobacco, or...
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