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careers and even the human species itself-could be extinguished in a few moments of devastation. Such
consequences would be so overwhelming that, for many, the only defense is a hope it will never happen. Yet as
the number of countries with atomic and nuclear weapons has risen and an international black market actively
trades nuclear materials, action is likely to prove a far stronger deterrent than hope. To be eAective, that action
would have to address the real source of the danger. Does it lie in the awesome destructive power of modern
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