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the capital. It was erected under foreign supervision, but it is
said to be worked entirely by Chinamen. China feels herself
competent to work a telegraph, and has it not o jly from near
Pekin to Tientsin, but from Tlontsin onward to a river port near
Shanghai. As soon as China feels that she can work a railway
tho railway will come. A great deal that is said about China
being ready for railways is premature. There is hardly a place
in the north of the empire where a railroad would pay. What
China wants first is good roads. After some 10 or 16 years of
good roads an intercommunication traffic will spring up which
will call for railways, but at present no such traffic, except
perhaps on one route, has b en developed, and a railway, if
built to morrow, would stand rusting its...
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difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
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