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Jackets who fought on land The time of Nelson was not only notable because of the success in nautical warfare
of the man himself, but also because it was the zenith of the age of sail that leE British sea power so dominant
that Britannia really did rule the waves. No navy could stand against the might of the Royal Navy, and so until
Jutland during the Great War it would not fight another major battle at sea. Queen Victorias ever expanding
empire meant that British forces were perpetually set against oEen underdeveloped powers and the navy took
its part, but most of the hard work of empire building would inevitably fall upon the British army. Of course, the
Royal Navy had its own soldiers-the Royal Marines. The particular talents and skills of sailors were oEen
required, particularly whilst manning the guns, so the 19th century saw the blue jackets in action in the Crimean
War, the Indian Mutiny, the Zulu War, the Boer War and several other conflicts. The early years of the 20th
century brought a period of instability that inexorably dragged the great powers of Europe towards the
cataclysm of blood which was to be the Great War of 1914-18. The entire British Empire mobilised and the
industrial eHiciency of modern methods of war and the global nature of the conflict drew more and more men
into the services. The Royal Naval Division was formed around a cadre of Royal Marines and sailors and was
expanded as a unit of the New Army by volunteers. The Division saw action in the defence of Antwerp in 1914,
on Helles and Anzac during the disastrous Gallipoli Campaign in 1915 and on the Western Front...
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