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undeniable that of the four elements the air has the best of it now. It has locked the earth and the water up
tight, and even the fire cannot hold its own, and affects a very small circle just round about it, and no more. It is
not long before rumours go forth that the Serpentine - or, as some will have it, the Circontime - will bear, and
away rushes the populace to disport itself upon the broad expanse of its waters, or to stand in safety on the
shore, scoffing at the misfortunes of its more venturesome members. Away rushes the populace, and, after
them, away rushes the Eye-witness, to take note of the predominant characteristics of the scene. Peppermint
and oranges are the predominant characteristics - hot, fiery, appetite-destroying peppermint, and cold, pale,
grief-engendering oranges. It is impossible to stir five paces without coming in contact with a tray full of
peppermint drops, or a basket lined with blue paper to set off its cargo of oranges. There is evidently a reaction
of the stomach contemplated in this provision. The orange, which is hideously unripe and cold, produces such
internal anguish that the consumer of it rushes off for peppermint to allay his torment; while the heated
diaphragm of the peppermint eater calls loudly within him for the ever near orange. Nay, in some cases there
are to be found humane men who sell the bane and antidote together, having a division in their baskets with
oranges on one side and peppermint drops on the other. These two articles of consumption...
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