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prepared to wash the cups. | had been accustomed to do this; so | said-- If you please, ma am, | can wash the
cups, if you will let me; | won t break one. So you shall then, said she in a pleasant tone, giving me the cloth; and
| will sit down and see how well you do it. So | washed everything carefully, she and the old gentleman watching
me all the time. When | had finished, and carried away the water and the cloth, as she told me, into the kitchen,
she said that she was much pleased with me, and that | had washed the cups as well as she could have done
them herself. The old gentleman then took up his hat and said to me, Now, Ellen --1 had told them my name--
you must tie on your bonnet again, and we will go and look after this naughty aunt of yours. | don t know what
| had been thinking about for the last hour, certainly no thought of ever returning to my wretched home had
once entered my head; and his words caused me a thrill of agony which it would be impossible to describe. |
threw myself down at the old man...
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