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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Hidden Sin: A Novel In the forenoon of the 25th
of December, 1816, | was sitting in one of those high, narrow boxes partitioned off the public room of the old
Greek Coffee-house, which then stood in Finsbury Pavement, reading the morning paper, and feeling that | was
a stranger in London, having arrived the day before by the American ship Franklin, from Baltimore. The coffee-
house was empty, the streets were dreary, with a dull, heavy fog and shut-up shops; every body was at church
or at home getting ready for their Christmas dinner; but while | sat there, seeing that there was no news, and
wondering how | should spend the day, two men in earnest conversation entered, and took possession of the
box next to mine. | knew they did not see me, and had come there for private talk, but | saw them. One was a
tall, gray-haired man, with a large frame, a slight stoop, a sober, intelligent look, and features of the Scottish
type, but somewhat softened, like the faces one meets with in the north of Ireland. The other was at least twenty
years younger, a smaller man, thin, dark, and disagreeable looking; one could not say why, for he had good
black eyes and hair, features of the Jewish mould, and an appearance of wiry strength, but somehow there was
an expression in his face of being on the look-out to do somebody mischief, and having accounts to settle with
all mankind. He was listening in a friendly manner, however, to the elder - | was going to say gentleman, but
that term did not exactly apply...
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