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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: . of the Caucasus and Central Asia, and of Northern and Southern Africa
at the present day. The earliest coins of Greece which have been discovered are stamped with the head of an
ox; and the legal code of Draco retains with true legal conservatism the otherwise obsolete practice of
expressing values in terms of oxen. Indeed there is more than probability, there is proof as strong as the nature
of the subject permits, that our present system of metallic coins are translations of the earlier cattle currency.
The Greek talent of gold and the ox were undoubtedly equivalent; and the ox is of course the older standard of
the two; and the small change of this commodity currency was likewise translated into corresponding silver
and copper coins. We find the same equating, the presence of which we partly detect and partly infer in the
Greek world, going on to-day among peoples which are just passing from the pastoral to the settled mode of
life. When this change takes place man generally has some rudimentary knowledge of metallurgy; and the
agricultural products have not often formed a unit of value. We have local instances and temporary instances;
but these are by no means confined to the beginnings of the agricultural stage. They appear in colonial history
almost as frequently as in semibarbarous societies; and are generally due, then and now, to a scarcity of
precious metals. Wheat has some advantages as a standard of value over...
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