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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: .of Chicago On the basis of an experiment in nerve division, Head et al.
have formulated a theory of cutaneous sensitivity which antagonizes the older conceptions based upon the
work of von Frey, Goldscheider, et al. Owing to the wide and enthusiastic acceptance of the theory in many
quarters, it is believed that a critical reviewl may be of service to students of psychology. Head s first
observations concerned the recovery of cutaneous sensitivity in patients in whom cutaneous nerves had been
injured or severed. To obtain more reliable results, Head sectioned a branch of a cutaneous nerve innervating a
part of his hand and forearm, and thoroughly examined the sensitivity of this part before and after the
operation and during recovery. On a certain region of the area affected he found a total insensitivity when the
skin was lifted away from the deeper lying tissues, but this area did mediate certain modes of sensitivity when in
the normal position. He concludes that this sensitivity belongs to the deeper tissues and not to the skin itself.
This is termed deep sensitivity, and it comprises an appreciation of a contact stimulus giving skin deformation,
pain due to extreme pressure, muscular activity, and the roughness and locality of contact stimuli. Granted the
facts, the conclusion seems valid that this sensitivity is mediated by afferent fibers other than those innervating
the skin. This aspect of Head s work contributes nothing essentially new, though the evidence is much more
decisive...
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