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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .question of one-cent letter postage is based absolutely upon equity and
justice. If it were not, | should not be advocating it to-day, because my own personal interest in it is too trivial.
When we bear in mind something of the injustice to the people to whom letter postage is a burden, then we can
ask for this important change. | will say that there is not the slightest hope of getting it for some years to come.
But, at all events, we can express our belief in the prompt advocacy of it, and if the deficit became larger for the
first year or two, and Congressional attention became thereby attracted to the real cause of the deficit, then we
should be accomplishing a result from one-cent letter postage which would be more valuable possibly than we
can suspect to-day. That is the position of the committee. Here is a question which no gentleman, no
Congressman, no Senator need apologize for. No one will stand up and say that the Government ought to
charge the users with a loss of 137 per cent. profit in that service. Yet that is the profit which would still continue
under the one-cent letter rate. There is one other point we should not lose sight of: In the former report we
called attention to the fact that postal rates were reduced in the one class from five cents to three, and in the
other from three cents to two; and...
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