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two opposing alliances: the Allies (based on the Triple Entente of the United Kingdom, France and Russia) and
the Central Powers (originally centred around the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy; but, as
Austria-Hungary had taken the offensive against the agreement, Italy did not enter into the war). . . . Tanks were
first used in combat by the British during the Battle of Flers-Courcelette (part of the wider Somme offensive) on
15 September 1916 with only partial success; the French introduced the revolving turret of the Renault FT in late
1917; the Germans employed captured Allied tanks and small numbers of their own design. . . . When the
Entente Powers promised Romania large territories of eastern Hungary (Transylvania and Banat) that had a
large Romanian population in exchange for Romanias declaring war on the Central Powers, the Romanian
government renounced its neutrality, and on 27 August 1916 the Romanian Army launched an attack against
Austria-Hungary, with limited Russian support. . . . Although a treaty was signed by the Romanian and the
Bolshevik Russian government following talks from 5-9 March 1918 on the withdrawal of Romanian forces from
Bessarabia within two months, on 27 March 1918 Romania attached Bessarabia to its territory, formally based
on a resolution passed by the local assembly of the territory on the unification with Romania. There...
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